


The Macdonald Family

No Wrapping This Gift 

 First Communion time has come again, and 
this year instead of being in the general congregation 
for this very beautiful event. I find myself in the heart 
of it, as my twins Joseph and Elizabeth are to receive 
the Sacrament of Holy Communion. 
This is more than just another step in our childrens’ 
lives, as all parents know there are many. It is the 
start of their faith journey; the forgiveness of sins, the 
mystery of Faith, the body and blood, and the LOVE 
of God.  Yes, this is a lot to teach a child.  
 By the way how do you teach Faith? How did 
I get faith? Why am I asking questions? 
I think asking leads to teaching which leads to the 
start of faith. This may be too simple, and wrong to 
take the mysteries of our faith and try to explain or 
understand them in a sentence or two. However, as 
parents and parishioners you learn to take things a 
little at a time. 
 By example, showing them praying and 
singing in the church family every week, building in 
them the strength they will need and I (WE) need. 
You can’t talk about the teaching without the schools. 
The great job they do. How blessed we are to have 
this whole faith based system in place to help us in 
educating our children in faith. The priests in the 
classroom, school Masses, the OUR FATHER in the 
classroom, meal prayers, all are pieces of the faith 
picture. We can’t take this for granted, as Father 
Keith says “same old same old” just will not do.  
However, part of the same and the old is the part 
where the family is the biggest part of the Sacrament, 
next to the Sacrament itself. It is a direct connection 
to GOD, the past and the future, so much of whom 
and what we are. 
 As I look forward to this special day and try 
to cover all the basics, with my kids. I find myself 
looking back to my own First Communion. It was a 
different time and things were different. I remember a 
child’s apprehension of the unknown, the sheer 
numbers of kids from other schools. My family had 
just moved into a big new church, which lead to a lot 
of consolidation, and that may have lead to 
excessiveness in the way all was handled. What 
does come through is the joy your family will 
experience. The whole family, be it the Grandmas 
and Grandpas, passing on that gift of “family in faith” 

to you and on to the next generation. It is bringing 
families together for the celebration of a Sacrament. 
 Know that your job (If you choose to accept 
it), is to not let the material world over run the real 
faith goals. Yes, there will be some gifts and don’t 
sweat the small stuff, they will get smaller in the rear 
view.  The giving that the church and your family will 
pass on, on that day, will last forever. That is a gift 
that we are blessed to give them, through God. You 
will not find that on sale anywhere, at any price. 
There is more to giving this gift than meets the eye. 
    
Michael Macdonald         
                   

Jessica looking beautiful 

THE ACCURACY OF PENANCE 

A group of children were lined up for their first 
confession. When little Johnny's turn came and the 
priest asked him to confess his sins, the little boy 
promptly replied, "Father, I threw a stone at Jimmy.' 
"That was a very misguided thing to do, my son," 
said the priest patiently. 
"It wasn't misguided at all," said Johnny. "I hit him." 

First Communion School Lunch 

Waiting for First Communion  

Good Morning, 

On Sunday, May 24th,
2009 I had my First 
Holy Communion.  
Having my First Holy 
Communion made me 
feel closer to God and 
Jesus.  A lot of people 
said ‘Congratulations’ 
to me and it was very 
comforting. 
Thank you, 
Jessica Hyde 

Wow! We are half way through the 2009 year! 
How time flies!  The first half of this year has been so 
busy. There have been umpteen Building Committee 
and Capital Campaign Steering Committee meetings.  
There have been many social functions with 
something for everyone; from Youth Sports nights, 
St. Valentine dance, School Spaghetti Dinners, Fr 
Keith’s Birthday Party and Vincent’s Flea Market to 
name a few.  Meanwhile, we have celebrated Lent, 
Easter, Baptisms, First Holy Communions, 
Confirmations, Adorations, Feast Days and 
Pentecost. Throughout all of this I know we have 
been blessed with God’s steadfast love and glory.   

You must have noticed…. The ray of sunshine that 
hits Father Keith’s outstretched hand as he proclaims 
God’s presence; the warmth you feel when joining in 
with the choir or smiling at other parishioners; the 
surprise and joy in receiving unexpected and 
generous gifts from donors; observing our Deacons 
as they struggle with their own health yet humbly 
teach us what really is important.  The Spirit is with 
us, each week as we grow and watch our family 
grow.   I feel God’s touch in the hands of those I 
shake before, during and after Mass.  I see Jesus in 
many who lead us by example and teach us.  I feel 
the Holy Spirit joining us all together as we embark to 
build a new Spiritual Home for our Lord.  
I hope you enjoy this edition of our Newsletter. 
Nancy Hyde    

 
Belonging 

My sentiments above are echoed by you.  The 
question was asked.  “Why do you attend Holy Spirit 
Parish and wish to make it your Spiritual Home?”  
This is how you answered: 

Loving God is important and at Holy Spirit He is 
presented to us in a credulous, innocent way that 
leads me forward to our new spiritual home. 
Halina Sadwoski 

Holy Spirit Parish has made an enormous impression 
upon me. I have never seen a Mass signed before 
and I am looking forward to future visits. 
Yvonne Crinall – visitor from Australia 

We love Holy Spirit Parish with its friendly 
atmosphere and emphasis on the youth. Father Keith 
is certainly a drawing card. 
Peter and Linda Stapleton 

Holy Spirit provides a sense of community, family 
and warmth that is faith oriented. Being involved in 
the construction of our spiritual home strengthens our 
basic Tenets leading us joyfully to greater 
involvement with the Holy Spirit. 
Linda Carmichael 

There is a sense of belonging that allows the Gifts of 
the Holy Spirit to be shown through the community. 
Ester Drobot 

Holy Spirit is a wonderful community devoted to the 
Magisterium of the Church. I particularly appreciate 
the reverence offered to the Eucharist and the 
Blessed Mother.  Divine Providence led my family to 
this beautiful parish and we are honoured to be 
members of the faithful. 
Ercole d’Amario 

I am a believer.  
Julian Skoezypiec 

Holy Spirit is looking to the future with its emphasis 
on the youth and the numerous outreach 
programmes. We are building a parish that is not just 
for us but for our children and the hereafter. 
Diane Woolfrey 

Of course, I come for the Polish Mass but the parish 
offers a comfortable venue and to be part of the 
building of a new church that resembles a church and 
not an ornamented hall is inconceivable. 
Marec Grenc 

Geographically we do not fall into any parish but we 
love Holy Spirit for its updated and understandable 
enjoying of our faith. The homilies are timely and 
refreshing. We would encourage the parishioners to 
sing with more exuberance. 
Toni and Kevin Malone 

Holy Spirit Parish is a friendly, welcoming place to 
first worship God and second, feel a part of the 
community. There are many opportunities to share 
your talents, learn and to serve the Lord. 
Donna Tackett 

Sharing the challenge of shaping things for the future 
appeals to me and being part of the building 
committee planning a new church is truly a privilege. 
My family and I have learned and shared a lot about 
my faith and together are sharing an excitement, like 
that of preparing for Christmas or Easter, where we 
are eager to celebrate Mass in our new place of 
worship. We feel connected and accepted and a part 
of something very special and hope to make Holy 
Spirit Parish our spiritual home for many years to 
come. 
Kathy Suggitt 

A sincere “Thank you” to the parishioners who 
participated in this article. My apologies if your words 
have been altered due to space. 
Margaret T. Davey 






