






CHURCH
NEWS

Total Building Fund as of December 1, 2008 : $1, 092, 034

CHRISTIAN SHOPPING
* Religious Christmas Cards – beautiful cards $5 per box
* Christmas Student Bricks - $5 per student bricks

Fill them with goodies - a perfect gift to your teacher
Use the Student Envelope on the table

* Brick Gifts – mail the Letter Form to a family member
or friend requesting a brick as your Christmas Gift this year.
The donor’s name and your Name will be recorded in
our Brick Book. $ 20 per adult brick. Cards will be sent.

* Pre-Orders for Wreaths, Poinsettias
* Octave Christmas Cards - These cards were made especially

for Holy Spirit Parish. This is a gift you can ask God to give
to family and friends…their intentions will be

offered up in Masses celebrated by Fr Keith during the
Christmas Octave – 8 DAYS OF MASSES. Please mark the
names of those whom you will be giving the cards to on the
back of the donation slip and enclose this, along with your

donation, in the envelope provided.
Place this envelope in the Collection Plate on any Sunday
before Christmas. If you would like more cards –
they will be available on the table at the entrance.

* Gift Cards – you may order your Gift Cards through
Holy Spirit Parish. Fill in the FundScrip Form on the tables in

the hallway– return it to the church any weekend with payment
by cheque – the Gift Cards will be ready for you next weekend.
For a $ 50 card you pay $50, $ 25 for a $ 25 card and
Building Fund receives 5 – 10 % from FundScrip..
We hope to continue these Cards ALL YEAR.
Forms are now on our web site www.holyspiritbarrie.ca
Memorial Angel Tree
$ 5 per angel. Write the name of deceased on label.
The angel is returned to you after Christmas

TOONEY TIMES TWO - 50 / 50 Draw
THIS MONTHS WINNER: Marie Doyle - $ 113
NEXT DRAW: January 11 th
Altar Server Families, Chapel Cleaners, Baptism Team,

Building Committee as sellers this weekend.
Every First Weekend – Ticket sale $ 2 each / 3 for $ 5
Every Second Weekend - Winning Ticket is announced
Zehrs Tapes – place them in the box on the table
Canadian Tire Money

Deposit them in the box on the table in the hallway.
We will use them for prizes, donations etc

SPAGHETTI DINNERS
Thank you to all who attended and prepared
the Spaghetti dinners at the schools this month
and in a special way to our First Communion Families

THANK YOU
To St Bernadette School for the $ 600
Donation to Building Fund from recent sale of DVDs

2009 Religious Calendars
(English Versions and Polish Versions)

will be available January 1, 2009 at Mass. FREE !

SAINT OF THE WEEK
December 14
St. John of the Cross (1541-1591)

St. John is a saint because his life was
a heroic effort to live up to his name:
“of the Cross.” The folly of the cross came
to full realization in time. “Whoever wishes
to come after me must deny himself, take
up his cross, and follow me” (Mark 8:34b)
is the story of St. John’s life. The Paschal
Mystery—through death to life—strongly
marks St.John as reformer, mystic-poet and

theologian-priest. Ordained a Carmelite priest at 25, St. John
met St. Teresa of Jesus (Avila) and like her vowed himself to
the primitive Rule of the Carmelites. As partner with St. Teresa
and in his own right, St. John engaged in the work of reform,
and came to experience the price of reform: increasing
opposition, misunderstanding, persecution, imprisonment. He
came to know the cross acutely—to experience the dying of
Jesus—as he sat month after month in his dark, damp, narrow
cell with only his God! Yet, the paradox! In this dying of
imprisonment St. John came to life, uttering poetry. There are
many mystics, many poets; St. John is unique as mystic-poet,
expressing in his prison-cross the ecstasy of mystical union with
God in the Spiritual Canticle. But as agony leads to ecstasy,
so St. John had his Ascent to Mt. Carmel, as he named it in his
prose masterpiece. As man-Christian-Carmelite, he experienced
in himself this purifying ascent; as spiritual director, he sensed it
in others; as psychologist-theologian, he described and analyzed
it in his prose writings. His prose works are outstanding in
underscoring the cost of discipleship, the path of union with
God: rigorous discipline, abandonment, purification. Uniquely
and strongly St. John underlines the gospel paradox: The cross
leads to resurrection, agony to ecstasy, darkness to light,
abandonment to possession, denial to self to union with God.
If you want to save your life, you must lose it. John is truly
“of the Cross.” He died at 49—a life short, but full.

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL - THE LITTLE BOX
The St Vincent de Paul Society reaches out to those in need.
Because we do not have full facilities at Holy Spirit we are
unable to have our own St Vincent de Paul.
Many of our parishioners are members of the Society at
St John Vianney. Our parish contributes through the use
of the little box at the doors of our church.

BRADFORD GREENHOUSE
Thank you all parishioners who supported our parish by
shopping at Greenhouse Garden Gallery.
We raised $580.31 to Building Fund.

NOTE – 2009 ENVELOPES !!!
2009 envelopes are ready to be picked up,
please do not use in 2008.
If you wish to support our church by using
envelopes and you do not have envelopes,
please PICK UP A NEW BOX AND PRINT Y0UR
NAME ON THE FIRST FEW DONATIONS






